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trange Tales of a Doctor

THE MYSTERY OF
SUSANNA TANKERVILLE

BY L. T. MEADE and DR. OLIFFORD HALIFAYX,

(Copyright, 1010, hy W. G. Chapmnan.)
N the twelfth of November, 1809,
toward the end of 4 morning dir.
ing which I had seen many pa
twntz, o lady giving the name o1

Mrs. Tankerville asked for an

terview. She was wimitted and one

glance told me thet she was nnt

ordinary patient. Her eves were dark,
reetless and filled with nervous foree
and determination. Her whole faee |
was very much lined, her chenks sunk- |

17 have come, Dr. Halifax,'' she I'[ responded
said, '‘to beg of vou to save the res

son of a miserable woman ®
“You allude to menta] trouble?'”
queried.

**Yes; to hearthreak, shame and dis
tress. | came up to the city last
night, wondering to whom I ecounld
tarn for aid. A friend bad once told
me of you, and I resolved to seek your

sympathy. "’

T will give you my hest attention,
Mra, Troherville, '’ 1 said, **ne spon a8
have dispensed with several pa
tients who are waiting for me in the

(K

reception room

Having fimished willl my eallers T re.
turped to Mrs, Tankerville. She was
standing by one of the windows, and |
notiead with surprise that she waa reud
:og a manusenipt of mive whieh T had
been preparing for o medical journal,
The paper denlt solely with techpies!
subjects, and | wonderod whnd  ghe

found of interast in i1, She laid

down when I appeared and without

seating hersolf bogan to spenk

“Dr. Halifax, T will tell von the
cause of my trouble in a moment or
two. But, in order that you may clear
Iy understand my position. | shonld
first like to give yon somae partion-
lnrs of my past life. T married young,
I had a husband who deeply loved
me. We had pleaty of private means
and one child, a girl. Six years ago
my first sorrow came: my loshand
died. After his death all my love
was lavished on my girl, Susanna, and
gile was worthy of nll the affection |
bestowad upon her Between  three
and four months aga came the begin
ning of that awful tragedy  which
cAuges me to seek vour aid today
Susanna was invited te visit an old
relation of her father’s, an extremely
wealthy and eceentric woman Hor
hame was Stuart; and was unmarriod,
and lived in a lonely cattage on the
o N.Y. AMiss
Stuart was a confirmed uiiser, and it
was reported that she had much treas-
ure hidden away. My hushand was
Miss Stuart’s first eousin, and she
wrole expressing a  strong wish 1o
make the acquaintance of his dough.
ter. Susannn wrote hback that she
would come if her mother was also
mvited, but Miss Styart refused, stat-
ing that Susanna was her awn  hloord
Susanna
therenpon deeclared that she would not
pay any further altention to her, bt
thinking that my girl might henefit
by it in the future, 1 insisted tipon
her going to Westeliestor hy  herself.
She had been  with Miss Stunrt for
six woekes, when one ax the door

outskirts of Westehoste

relation, but that I was nef

opened, and Susanna walked in,

started with amazement at the sight
of her face  All the eolor had  left
ker oheeks, hor pyes were filled with
fame
caught hold of

& wild leok of terror She
straight up to me and
my hands,

L 'Hide me, mother,' she
“hide me. 1 have rin ey !

“CBut why, myv dear?’ 1 asked,

“Whal have you run dway from?’

slic answered. *Cousin

We went to bed early,
I had walked fay in
g the day. [ fal] asloep an
to dream.” The night was a

strenmed into my room
A man eame into my room, took
knife of mine, laid it
stured hard at me and
Ereat horror seized me
that
Tace was quite famihar

but there was nn Rnswor

morntng T rose earlyv. and went
my eoukin's room

desd. Ehe had heen
night. Some one had
the heart, 1 ruslhed tnto the

yard
and  wspoke to  the man who came
night and morning to help with the
domestic waork.

lice und a doctor,
and went Anto my
found a knife thers, my knife, that 1

:url hought not a weok before, and

¢ biade was stained with
When I saw the Blood and
the Inok on the policemun’s fuee, |
somed to lose my resson, Ile turned
to talk to the ather policeman, and
to old Hitchin, the gardencr, and [
was alone for & monent. | seatehod
up my hat and purse and ran awav.
1 reached the ratlway station, caneht
# train and came home to vou, Hida
me, mother: | am frightened. Do not
let them find me.’

‘‘She kept on repeating these words,
and 1 eould not quiet hor. Terror had
completely unnerved her, and sho
sonrcely knew what she was doing.
Two hours later the police came; thov
had Jittle diffienlty in tracing her, and
arrested by ehild on the charge of
baving murdered Miss Jane Stuart of
Heath Cottage, Westchosier. During
the trinl evervithing went apninst
Busanna, T had the very best leenl
advice that money eould procure My
awyer asked lor about her eurions
dream, but she had nothing new 1o
tell him.

Y €Tt was a queer and vivid dream,”
she would repeat. ‘T have cortainly
&een the man’s features before, |
know Lis face quite well. and it was
he who lnid my knife on the ehnir '

“iWere you aslesp or awake when
¥ou gaw him?'' Mr. Minclin asked her,

04T was asleep,” slhio said. “It was
only a dream.’

““Mr. Minchin had o admit  that
there was nothing in (bis dronm. and
although it was just mentioned at
the trial. no stress was laid upon it.
And my child was doclarad guilty
Bhe is to be electrocuted on the 5th
of Dnmgnber. in'h-l!s than three weeks'

me. o vou believe in 1 or.
Halifax1'" frates 3

““There are oecossions when droams
seem to prophesy coming events, ' |
replied.

1 mmi glad to hear you sdmit as
mueh con_ will be then mereiful to
my dresm. My douchter has drenmail,
and 0 have T ave dresmed that
the murderer is & man, ani that he
is to ha found in the wost, I have
dreamed that his aceusing conselonce

blaod.

in driving Imn mad, apd that e will |

sanna and Mise Stuart were alone. The
man, James Hitehin by name, who

cortize night and morning  to  ehap
wood, earry eoal, and do olher domes
tic matters. e affirmed that on the
night of the murder he suw a light in
Miss Stuart s window, betweon 12 and
I o'eloek, She was known always to
relire at %, and never
burning. Hitelhin sai] he witehed (he
light in soma astonishment. wondering
if the old lady were ill As it was vx
tinguished, however, in about five min-
utes, he went on home, and thought
oo mare about it, 1y the morning le
came early to the eottage and was at
tending to certain duties in the yard,
when Susanpa rushed up to ltim &nd
brought him into Miss .L‘h

The ald Indy lay in bed. stabhed #o
the beart. Susanna seemod almost in-
snhe with torror. Hitchin went to fetely
# dactor und the police. The house waus
examined, and the garden knife which
Susanna had heon i

a weel back was found in the girl's
room on a chair, stained with hload.
Thon Susanna disappearad. Her flight
made suspicion donbly strong and her
arrest followed. You ean see what a
fiatal web of cireumstantinl evidence
was thus woven around my girl. The
motive was supposed (o0 be diseoyere:]
m my danghter’s desire to @ot (e old
woman out of the world hefore she al
tered her will, and the fuet that So-
sanea had s large fortune of her own
made no difference iy the f
wdge and jury against her
for is n postponement of the execution,
doctor. If T ean seenra that, some-
thing tells me that myv ehild will wlti-
mately he saved. Sha must nop  he
oxecuted on the 5th of Decombor. |
am oboving an
than maternal love. A voice

wailed;

Something terribile has happenad,”
| June and 1

were alone in the louse [ast night.
for T was tired;
the country dur-
i began
f maon-
light one, and the light of the l']uﬂﬂll
In my dream
up a
down again,
went out, A
for it eeemed
knew the man nnid that his
I awoke, and

there was no ona there—! ecalled out,
The room
WRS emply save for myself. Aftor a
time T dropped ssloep again In the
mto
Mother, <he was
murdered jn the
stebbod her g

California, the relations of
Aered woman?'" 1 asked,

and live in lLos Angeles, on  the

I bronght him into Orange Flower ranch, '

the house, und. he looked ut (he hody,
and went of 1 at ones to feteh the p;v

The police cime,
bedronm.  Thev

ple?’*

the old lady’s papers wore redil, anmd
there were several from a man named
Rohert Ench lottor o
nest ampeal for mones. The Inst ot

notieed e
ter, whieh Miss Stunrt must have

of the state has already refused to
grant n ropriove. bup he must be ap

v

penled to again

CWhat! on the plen that vou have
dreamed n dream, and that  sour
davnghter has done Lhe same?'" T ex

eliimed

““You spesk like the nothers,'' she
snid slowly, ““My lawyer refoses to
titerfers Will vou do this thing for

| me? 1 bave heard of yvour goodness
]-'I' henrt, doctor; surelv von will wot |

condemn me to despuir? !

chilnee of saceoss, Mra., Tankerville,'

woman bhesigdos vour danghter?®*

farnia: no one olse

would give me an outlice of the evi
dence fE{

grapliie accounts of her misgtress's (ar

inberiting % portion of hor mo
nnea o

heard Miss Stunrt

fa[qY

her lawver far that parpose.  Susan

laugh, and sle ran out of the room

saad:
** *That girl thinks 1 am not in ear

to old Poggy of her relations in Cali
fornin and said they wonld net be for

my ehild's guill was the following:

to sea her, snd Susnpna begged thut
she might be allowed to remain away
for the night. Miss Stunrt refused, Liut
Susanng pleaded, offoring to undertnke
Poagy's duties in her absence.  Tinally
Miss Stuart vielded. It was on the
morning pravious to the murder fhat
the ol womin went nway. Thus Su-

lived half a milo awav' came to the

to Xeop a light

tart's room

nown to purchase

eelings of
AlL'T ask

impulse stronger aven

15 com
ling me, und 1 must obey it "

Vhit as the name af the family in
the mur

“Thev bear the same

name—Stuart,

* What do you know aliout these peo

Y Reardelyv anvthing, After the deuth

ontained an ear-

and g
[haek and I was foolish enough to tell | neiupinr your aprapde M0 sy

ihis bottle from me and locked it uré den‘s telagram camn,

1T would most readdily help vou T-vl
apponl if there wns  the slightest

SRut it wonld be wrong |
| to decorve you—there ig none. Dreams |
|are not twogible evidenee.  Have von
[nothing  forther o o upon!  What
other  relptions hisd the  muordersd

Some nephews snd nisces tn Cah

““Now, Mrs. Tankerville, |' wish vou

woand agninst vonr daughter, '’

‘“There wore witnesses (o prove
that Susnnnn disliked Miss  Stoart
feam the start,”' she nnawered. ‘The
old servant,  Poggs by nwmie, gave

rible temper, amdl the many wars in
which she tried to eurh and annoy
Sushuns.  who was o« highspirited
girl. Her final taunt wax that Susanna
had come to visit her in the hopa of
i (i
sion, # few davs hefora the
murder, ol Pegzy lhappened to be
passing  thrangh  the room and  she
I Susanna that
it had been hor intontion to leuve lher
S100000 10 her will,  hot that sho
mennt to alter it and had written to

na's reply to this wias s  mocking

slamiming the door bLehind her.  Aliss
Stuarl turned to the old servant aud

nest, but I will prove my words. She
shall never have a cent of my money.
AL the same time Miss Staait spolce

gotten in her will,  Buot the part of the
evidence which most strongly pointed fo

Pegpv had a danghter in u distant |
purt of the atate, wha wis ill, althongh
not dangerously so. She wanted to go

“The contents of that bottle
spell Death!”

iin on my tahle when | left the room
which typhoid
heen eullivuted,

!-1-Il:i,_r:|- in the morning

T did =o, burt
iun‘ exumination of the insida and out-

contiined &n urgent roquest for §1000. %7
Wit granbed T

no eopics of Ler own lotters. '
fumily of Stoarts
been in the east?”

mho a eabiya

tiheht on the mystery. [ guestioned a

W
very winte amnd stretebed out her avias | carotalier.
disduss the teigre

g enough to
‘I Nevertheles

““You muet give il back to me,*’

for the murderer Peggv, and the

far &s it goes [ am with vou Lieart unid respondod steruly
| bly: give vou that bottle
tains 15 not to be used on any hunthn

H
The contents of that bottle | turned t

+ public by their testimony at the

A girl such as

vour danghter to be wonld to he met with

: ta confirm my chilg:
a m for a short whila I read 5 Worgy
:inf'\ll t::n:?nnf vours. The information l\‘lrta‘: r;}:::g;;,:rnpﬁ,m Thore hu“n;,:'
; tai - iy 3 A drawl .'
tainod drew my sattention to | ’ Jittin draveing"t
-[i:;hlﬁtttl‘: bottlsa on wour tabla. 1 |Photegraph she refary i mu.;",?:‘-

b nodded ANCourneinply o
slipped it into my pocket. You eame | jop v 1 0y riatial 2

von what I had done. You snatehed s (aTas o Shie 1:1":‘& ' iy .
P AN 1 ggen
| You thought you had put 8 t"rr;h‘.. “"Execution of .‘-‘z:-'l:::;' Tant
:omptul.lnn out of oy LW Now do o | heraby postponet Anke
tor, will you plenss look and soe if “And  now,”" |

to ma. It was ng fall

H *ald, ne
that bottle of serum is still 1n your | message back in Hudson
cnhinet 1"’ snmething 1o work for. v ;

I turnad to ths cahinet and searched, 1::1?.1,-3;.'.:"t.-'.h?:] wa hay
bt the tiny bottle was missing. gl il ’..-l.-._
“SWhat does this all mean?" I asked { \

‘s low n [ found tham; bt g
“It means that a mother's love can . _.‘ TR 10K [ty

..-I‘nllranme all ahstacles,” roturned M‘rn 'I'.,lrilltirql'a}:ja'l‘“-.‘.‘. T RUTTY
Tankarville. “You hava been annaoyed by 3?,_‘"__‘_’ tyrheid T .’ﬂ"'“" oiie [y
a burgiary, doctor, Whall | was !i;ﬂ_lhl.-f ‘H-‘ "1'!'; «.rll ;.1“ b (i Withane I
I had an accomplice, & real thief, whoin 1 b T‘n 1-':_ f the .I-IHIH. Now, fopg
padd heavily, and whnse name I 1 me , ]-“Hﬂ _-“-h_t IPATImAnting gt
hovor disclose, We cut the gloss In your | TASticUlAr matier in viay, “py
window ‘nnd anterad, I sacured the pre- |« ”,‘.'t ...1‘.1 ln--}-.r..“rr.l whish {
~ionis bottls and put It Intn my pocl oty }_‘f'-?"- - Which I belfaya "
But It was necessary. in order to Aver =f" Ii' ] ‘Il- m withoyy h"'“ﬂ'
suapicion, to make the whole affalr lTook | (fetlend, ’ n hottls ar

. - the
" " ’ Sa wa took | parad serum with ma. 1 shout 3
ke an ordinary burglary g ! i Bn ; hould i
sama of your plate and money. But wour|your permission, to expariman a
-.-.-.par{\-'lg safn and will he returned to | vietim.

Aav or twa, The only thinz vou TTudson ngresd eALarly. 1 he .
-\!H 1llrl'm: v:lll ?1\; the Iittle hotile, for “"" sticcesafully tn the sclentife ulil'
‘antents ars working thelr own mischlef [ man.  He realized that it
wn thelr salvation, In the hody of my | Int of Ky=snnn Tankerviiie
hila had loamed snough from wyour | to bastow a boon on the “ntim
mnnuserpt what to do. | took the hottle | With his ald T introduced 11 oo
to my child, and shen the kespar's back | Inta the miri's *¥Stam.  Dipejrgp the

wax turmed, T told her hy means Af the jaf that nisht Hudson and

T g,
donf and dumb alphahet saxactly whal I'n her hodsida FI:.' i '":;
40, Bhe fallowed my dlrectlons 1m.r-fl<'l;:.': l:rr'.'l' « nnd vvh‘-:n'."n,v- wa Kot "
In 8 very feve days my girl got Hl. She |bay. It would be several Tiours ey
heeame  Aelirious, wns removed o th fnioo .,..,n' wonid is ) ot
nrison hospital and placed In A ward Whs {0 keen the matinnt fn i :
alone Dr. Hodson the prison doctor | the Meing during A
Mprgusced Ty cask.antera of & LAl P QLR R R D, 'I'\"'.-| and dawn 1y 8
tvpe. Tomorrow is the dny fixed for th Tttt .!__-_., o ring hoomadg k,
sxgeution, and np to the present “lpriron. hell.  The ponr, gl wie il
heard no word of iz postponement state of collapse, Suddents oo y
thing must hs done, and you must tored

It. A girl, delirlous. almast uncon
cannot ke Aragesil tha electrie rh
It would not ba decent All Amenr
wonld riee up AN ey out Al E=uen
ith me o ithe

Wi ¥ou gn Ao 1Al 8t one
Hallfax™ she whispored. “7i jy e
Go, HFalifas; T will wateh bae

Tleretons

aitrage.  Tou must eome : Az | was turning s leate the
Tomhs nnd see the apparentiy dving \"l‘ AW A stronak red dn (ha sty
anl Intorview tha prison doctor You | chand Sha arvaad her A

Y
won't refuse .

“No" T sn “T - will rome _

Half nn honr Intar wo werp within (he
lonmy nrecinets of tha Tombse s
Tankarville was admitted to the hogpita
1o #en her daunchter. and A 1:|'||-||-'11‘r~_I hiay -
Ing tnken myv card ta the prison doctor,
showadd me Inta the latter’'= nrivate apart -
ment Dr. Hudann wns n tall, slieht man
auite vaung, with an enger face and kind- " il
Iy aven for 1he
T ow da vou dn. Dr Halifax!'" he mald | wadid he ot nf
soming toward me and  extending .‘TiIE mid. “Look. Tir
hnnd “0of course [ know ynu hy renptt In her hand she held an oll-fask
tation, and am pleased to meet vou, 1Is nlbum. 1t wis pf 5

12 Whal has happad

IS
iplantle e ,rr..h_,,“_
turn for thne Iiattar 'y
natnlrs [ e "

oy : |

there anvithing T ecan Ao for you . and falr face.  Tindes
“Yeu." 1 repllad.. My ohject in com- writton, in the peas b

Ing hore (s tn ene a nrisoner nr:t'nm" Su- |, vt

sannn  Tanlkerville T am the mpthar “My nepheswy, Rabart Stian

friend in this fnrvl'd: l.-.L':_lm-yw. Is It :n\’.'
a{hvin [ ma tn sos hop

H‘I"Thl:"rc::'i tIur- :':rnf-r:<-.|11:.‘ dving' !"l:l; ke 2

swarnd Hadson ot that It mri]-»ﬂ- I started

much difference, for she §s to be exe- |,

cuted at eleht In the morning
“Rut stirely such & eantonce cannot !

v 1 e
n Irpries, | Fendim
y was the snme faee i

tha photozranh

; frl e P Pl 1gat sht
varrled out on n dying girl® . ML i 13t nilg wid
el T:.‘r,-”- as that goes. all those “',"r' v | ot i I8 #2300 it
tunales enpdemned to death are dving =1 ifornia o has ool

: fmit that T have
yniled, “But T admit v
L] |-~I| I tronhled aver Lhis n!’rn_lr. Mo tl i3t
”\l\"\ a wosk ago the diseases deninred It- Az
seif as enterk She is very 1l Indeed to-
' icht _ ) .
y “In that case a wire 10 thnﬂ;"..‘-{}n;-n:_'f
would surely insure o postponemen f sl B DL TR
L acytion ** My oonfcience didn't
“"‘]r“\'“:[:'TI"'T-I" he postponement  re- rrntl]lrh t oeame.  Then |
amher enhl Hudson. Am seon as ”_"; morse  hegan 1o wh
!:“l"” mnnta girl 1s well enough she il |0 00 AL b e iy
& ‘Ilrkl' ) Lo “the pln nf execution and e
he taken L } ~utd 1 .
'F\I--‘- extreme ponalty of the law wilk tak

floy el ke Son e

s davils nbl
rin e
Thers

it. nnd » Ner s

tned | fought anin=t them: 1 deaskl
.1t tried o find forcetfulbhess, byl iy S
effent o 1L r12lend P [ —— I wanind s
Mav 1 see her 1 nake I murdered my aunt ant

oy ia suil. but 1 eannot ohiech™ | 2ng' she refused me. I rams fa W

H!t:- 1,.:1 ‘:!l.::'::\:lrt\- at ance. and I a few foyaetar: T watched nnd miude syl
moments I stopd at the bodslde of the),aqainrey with tie way r Tived,
dving glrl Mrs. Tankarville was 'It‘r:‘_";‘: those 1 !r:-
fng beside ler. The face of the un om- | waa m-‘n.r-_m\r-r,‘m rwl
;-.\1-“;-; patient was white the chesks “'.1.... .-'?u- were e ] 1 Fw ‘r. Wi
the temples hollow. bat the lohs | Sq 1 determined Lo kI her, k
Inshes, Hlack as jet. the thiel hiack halr | lefr her window apon.  © chose s 3
n:. o from the dalleate forehend when | knaw the sorvanl was ssin's
p'l.“h',‘ ;‘:I\IF of the lips, tolid me that In|entered I woke the o 4
Ith-" T‘:Irllr-' of health her heauty must have lin hor, She still p
i\o:nlmmsmﬁmhln_ 1 tank her hand nni I}lf'rl 1 r-'.'nl-:'-'
foll her pulse. T noted the temperatur .‘"\ln."flllil-
cshart which hung on the wall nhove har|on wome one el

sittlean

hey, T°¢
the on L)
= shonlders

i burglary had been
proposal to make,

[ want to telegraph

for an dimportant
eriment, which you would not under-
ordinury coase it
give typhoid of the very worst type. "’

Some plate and a gpm of !

exunct address soney hil been removed from my econ-

and vour daugliter's nge

| when n moyvement in the bed caused us|snw that she was looking at me
“The pame of the cotloge 1s Honth

‘0 and many of my surgical in-

1}

mineteen on the 10th of last month,**

“*Do you happen to know the hour
for the execntion?"’
‘*Eight o'e¢lock in the morning '’
I wrote n telegram as follows:
“*Stuart, Orange Flower Runch, Los
Angeles, (alifornia.
ville, aged ninetoen, is to be executed
ut eight o’clock in the morning, on the
of December,
Jane Stuart, of Henth Cottage, West-
Evidence to suve her life onr-
nestly requested. !
It wan't do anyv good,"" aaid Mrs
Tankerville, sadly, when 1 showed lLor
the message, ' bot send it, if vou want
be auother way, and
I believe I have found it,
Providenee hronghg
you left the room just now to see your
patients, my eyves fell on a mannseript
which lay on my desk.

throngh one of the

what [ am (deing or =ay o square of glass having been

I thauk you for your kiud

were still _missing hut

cannot by any possibility allow that ex-
ooutlon 1o take place jn the mornine
sent—
tnnocent—liag she had last.  This mar mean nothing or
evorvthing  But delay |2 nf consequanca I
Heor Illness has earned It for her: let her|. T ek
hnve [t vindicated before the whale wap
euger but her face looked more drawn

seene of the erime and white than ever.

It was all yseloss throuzh the warden.” he answorad
nelled to do t-mlnTllm'.g_ anvthing that

petuously, **I have samethisg to con-
might have some |n‘:|l'l.|lj_5 on tho ease

refurned to say that the messace had | e
hoen forwnrded fto Albapy. and that anfas
nrswer eonld hie looked for shortly, withl'y
the certninty that a n(-s:nm:nlmr.-n:_ \;-’f;:”l:
! anloi He had scarcely inighe
11'—"&-.-‘;:1:\‘::! é\'hz-n Mre.  Tankerville,  her|him from the ver :.’--:31“"| ‘:.!::'-1: b
rvos plicht with excltement, rushed Into | was tried, convicied, m"'-r:n-mnl
the room the dnte appolnted for Stsn

I read it, aod were aboeving the command | place m the morning at 8 oelack
iudge, Jury, governor, chaplain, warders
tow 1t 18 pos<ible to arrest the arm of

for Wostehas Doetor, my ehild

She s -1_\‘”‘1;_' of

at death's door
As ehe spoke, she lield

she exclnimad. “ond I helieve they mean | (he electrie chulr
there, and T put up at o hotel

re-

w great deal, T am oolng at ones o West -

' : ; fook. “The Blus Labirle
I racognized it at onoeo chesier and visit Hentli Cottage. 1 want | i(Next Week., *“The Blus 1A

; oy ' t Irec- | room wns at the
hend., Hudson's eyes followed the 4 Foony, wak &t th .
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